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15 June 2020 
Staffing Structure for 2020-2021 

Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing to you to let you know our plans for staffing for next academic year. Clearly there is still some 
national uncertainty about the organisation for schools from September 2020, but we are hoping that it 
will involve all the children returning to Cornerstone in September and we have planned our staffing 
structure for that purpose. 
 
We recognise the impact of the past few months for the children, both in terms of their wellbeing and 
their learning, and we will continue to our best to support both of these aspects during the next academic 
year. A key way we have done this is, is that for the majority of the classes they will be taught by the same 
teacher as they have had for this year.  
 
There are a few changes to staffing which I will share in more detail below. Please also be aware that 
Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) may appear in more than one class, as they will be supporting a range 
of individuals and groups across the school. 
 

 Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Teacher 
Sarah Southall (EYFS 

Leader) 
Fiona Lamey 

Rosina Gilbert Hannah Butcher 

LSAs 
Becky Vass 

Helen Storey 

Helen Adair 
Fiona Hull 

Jeannette Hunter 
Paula Mills-Pinner 

 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Teacher 
Fran Pretty 

Ellen Flowers 
Henry Penfold Fiona Phippen Tamara Goddard 

LSAs 
Laura Platt 
Sue Clarke 

Fiona Hull 
Jeannette Hunter 

Laura Platt 

Helen Storey 
Paula Mills-Pinner 

Clare MacGregor 
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Staff leaving 
You will notice the absence of a teacher who has been an integral part of the Cornerstone Team since the 
school first opened. Mrs Clare Ross, has made the decision to retire from teaching, and although this 
decision will be a huge loss for Cornerstone we wish her all the best for a happy retirement. I would like 
to personally thank Mrs Ross for the numerous and invaluable contributions she has made to Cornerstone 
during these first years of us growing as a school and a community. In her roles as teacher, Early Years 
Leader and as Senior Leader over the years she has helped shape the school, and been an inspiring person 
for children, families and staff alike. 
 
Miss Emma Leach has also decided to move on from Cornerstone, to take up a new role elsewhere. I 
would like to thank Miss Leach for her positive contributions to Cornerstone during her time with us. 
 
Staff changes 
Many parents will know Mrs Sarah Southall as our SENDCo, who has been working with us for a day a 
week in this role for three years. We are very pleased to share that she has agreed to join us for an 
additional three days a week to take on the leadership of Early Years. We are very excited about the 
additional contributions she will be able to make to our school community. 
 
We welcome Miss Rosina Gilbert as our new Year 1 teacher. Miss Gilbert was appointed to the staff team 
last week after a successful interview process from a large and strong field of candidates. Miss Gilbert 
comes highly recommended from colleagues who have worked with her previously and we are very 
pleased that she has chosen to join Team Cornerstone. 
 
Mrs Ellen Flowers will be taking on a new role during this coming academic year. Many parents will already 
know Mrs Flowers as an excellent and highly experienced Learning Support Assistant. What you may not 
be aware of though, is that for the past three years Mrs Flowers has been undertaking training to become 
a teacher. This coming year will be the final year of that training and we are very pleased that she will be 
working alongside Miss Pretty with our Year 3 class next year, who I am sure we will benefit from both 
teachers. Mrs Flowers is undertaking her training through the SCITT programme based in Fareham which 
means that on one day a week she won’t be in school. 
 
Mrs Alaine Specht, although not undertaking a role as a class teacher next year, will be continuing to take 
Y4-Y6 for their PPA afternoons. 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge that the staff team and I recognise that we have a challenging and 
important role to undertake next academic year. I can assure you that as the headteacher at Cornerstone, 
I am very confident that in the staff team we have, we can make next year successful and enjoyable for 
each child. I have been incredibly proud of my colleagues in Team Cornerstone over the past few months 
(and indeed years), and I truly believe that each year this inspiring team of professionals is growing 
stronger and more effective. 
 
I wish the best to you, your children, your families and friends at this time, and we look forward to 
continuing our partnership with you during the next academic year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Tim Clarke, Headteacher. 


