
Year R Home Learning  

Week Beginning 20th April 2020 

Hello! We hope you and your families are keeping well and have kept yourselves 

busy being creative at home over the Easter break and not eaten too many 

chocolate eggs! Our new topic this half term is ‘Let’s Explore’ and here are a 

few activities you may like to complete this week. We have divided them into 

different areas of learning from the EYFS for each day.  

Monday: Writing / Reading (Please can you sign up to Oxford Owl (it’s free at 

the moment) to encourage your child’s reading & phonics skills). We may use this 

resource in future home learning.  

Tuesday: Understanding the world / People and the Communities 

Wednesday: Number / Shape, space and measure 

Thursday: Creative 

Friday: Physical Development 

 

Monday 

Listen to the story Stanley’s Stick on you tube read by James Manson.  Before 

you watch the story ask your child these questions about the front cover: 

                                                            

Who do you think the book is about? Why? Where do you think the story will be 

set? Does it seem similar to any other books you have read? Why do you think it 

might be called ‘Stanley’s stick’?  



 

During the story please pause the film at various points and ask: 

 

What else do we think Stanley’s stick will be? What has happened so far in the 

‘beginning’? (introduced Stanley and his stick at train station). 

Pause at the part just before they get to the sea (the end of the ‘middle’) What 

happened in the middle of the book? How do we know the stick is special to 

Stanley? 

What do we think will happen at the sea? Why? (Can children relate to any of 

their own experiences?) 

What was their favourite part of the story? Why do they think Stanley threw 

the stick away? Can they recall the events of the story in order? 

Activity: 

Draw a picture to show their favourite part / thing that the stick represented. 

Write a sentence or sentences about what they recall Stanley used his stick 

for. Please remind children to refer to their phonic mat and tricky word mat to 

help them write, remember don’t forget finger spaces! (It’s important for them 

to write the sounds they can hear and refer back to their word mat rather than 

copy writing directly written from an adult.) Can they read back their 

sentence? (That’s really impressive if they do!)  

 

Tuesday  

Sticks come from trees, when you are out walking look at the trees are they all 

the same? How does the bark feel? (You could try some bark rubbing if you have 

paper and crayons?) 

Are there birds in particular trees? Are all the leaves the same colour? If you 

know the names of some trees introduce your children to them. Being able to 

name and group is a great early learning skill ,e.g. it’s a pug not just a dog, it’s a 

tulip not just a flower, hence it’s a silver birch not just a tree. 

  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=picture+of+a+tree+in+spring&id=872D3D82FEC4E752432BCCA019B08F558F9C237E&FORM=IQFRBA


 

Wednesday 

When you’re in the garden or on your daily exercise can you collect a range of 

sticks? Count how many you have. (Remember we say count and move!) Once 

you’re home can you sort the sticks from the smallest to the largest? Can you 

measure them using a ruler or a tape measure? If you have chalks you might like 

to draw the sticks and write the lengths underneath. Please take a photo  

Ext. Can you make a pattern, shapes or even a pathway using your sticks? 

   

 

Thursday 

Choose your favourite stick from your collection. Can you decorate your stick 

and make into something like Stanley? Perhaps you could use it to form letters 

or numbers in the soil or sand? You may want to add leaves, ribbons or paint to 

your stick? Can you use it in your play? We would love to see it!     

 Ext. Draw your stick and label the picture. Does it have any special powers? 

  

 



Friday 

Why not use some of your sticks as markers in the garden to make a multi skills 

course, you can write your own instructions for each stick (be careful not to 

hurt yourself on the stick!) e.g. 

Stick 1 Hop  Stick 2 Roll  Stick 3 Star jump etc.  

You may like to encourage other members of your family to join in, perhaps you 

could time them and record how long everyone takes. You could record this in a 

table.  Who has come first? Second? Third? 

 

   

 

Optional Additional Activities for the Week: 

Reading  

*On their own, either using pictures to tell a story or simple story books at 

their level or with you talking about the story. You may like to look at the e-

books on Oxford Owl website.  Re-read Stanley’s Stick.  

Hampshire library also have a wealth of e-books and audio books accessible on 

phones/ tablets etc. 

www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/whatyoucanborrow/ebooksaudiob

ooks 

Tricky words  

*Can you find these hidden around the house or garden? Can you read them? To 

challenge your child further ask them to hold a tricky word on their forehead. 

You read the word, can they spell it? That’s very hard!   

Number recognition –  

*Order numbers to 20. Cover over a number, what is it? How do you know? E.g. I 

know it’s 16 because it’s one more than 15 and one less than 17.  Can they write 



the numbers to 20? To challenge them further can they write each number 

using 2 colouring pens therefore making a repeating pattern e.g. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

That’s very challenging!  

 

For the children this will feel like a long holiday and it is expected that 

behaviours may change as they are adapting to our new ‘normal’ for a while. So 

please don’t worry if these additional tasks put added pressure into your day, 

instead focus your energy on making them feel safe, secure and happy.   

We will be sending more home learning next week until then please email us 

using the Gmail account with any learning you may have completed, we’d love to 

see it and keep in contact with you all. Mrs Ross will respond to emails sent on 

Mondays and Tuesdays and I’ll respond to any emails sent on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday.   

Any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us using the Gmail account: 

bees@cornerstonecofe.uk  

We’re missing you all.  

Stay safe and take care, 

Mrs Lamey and Mrs Ross 

mailto:bees@cornerstonecofe.uk

